
Rubie Paukei Williams
October 18, 1918 - February 9, 2015

Rubie Paukei McKenzie Williams, 96 of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, passed
away peacefully on Monday, February 9, 2015. Rubie had the great honor to
live long enough to become the oldest member of the Kiowa Tribe. Rubie was
the daughter of Lewis Clifford Paukei and Emily Botone. She married Robert
McKenzie in 1940 and they lived in Wichita, Kansas until his death in 1974.
Rubie later married John M. Williams and they lived in Fort Cobb until his
death. She attended Sedan Elementary School, Riverside Indian School and
graduated from Lawton High School. She continued her education at Bacone
College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, University of Arkansas in Fayetteville and
Purdue University in Indiana, where she studied religious education. Rubie
was employed by the Wichita Council of Churches in Wichita, Kansas as a
social worker to the Indian Community. She retired from the Wichita Board of
Education where she worked as a teacher's aid. Rubie was very active in her
church and civic life. She was a Charter Member of Indian Southern Baptist
Church in Wichita, Kansas. She also served as a Charter Board Member for
the Mid-America All Indian Center in Wichita, Kansas. She held various offices
during her service to the American War Mother's organization including
serving as Past State President and National President of the Past President's
Association and as State Chaplain. She also held the office of National
Chaplain for the American War Mother's organization, During which time she
was in charge of services at the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington Cemetery
in Virginia. Rubie received numerous awards and recognitions during her



lifetime of service. She was proud to be inducted into the Kiowa Hall of Fame.
She received Distinguished Service Citations from the City of Wichita, The
Wichita Board of Education, the Wichita Council of Churches and the United
States Social Security Division. She also received a Certificate of Excellence
Award from the Kiowa Chapter 18 of the American War Mothers. Rubie is
survived by her brother, Robert Thompson and his wife, Cora of Carnegie;
three children, Betty Tsatoke of Oklahoma City, Clif McKenzie and wife,
Michele of Oklahoma City and Emile McKenzie and husband, Paul Maton of
Edmond, Oklahoma. She has four grandchildren: Glenn Stewart Ivanoff and
wife, Lorie of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, Allen Ivanoff and wife, Tonia of Yukon,
Oklahoma, Kasey McKenzie and Brent Coleman of Checotah, Oklahoma and
Kristen Burnett and husband, Joseph of Moore, Oklahoma; four great
grandchildren: Madison and Allison Ivanoff, Kassidy and Kandace Burnett.
Rubie had two special friends who were faithful visitors, Delores Harragara
and Joyce Phillips She has many friends and numerous nieces and nephews
whom she loved very much. She will be greatly missed. Rubie is preceded in
death by her Brothers: George Paukei and James Paukei, Rupert Thompson
and Burke Charles Thompson; Sisters: Nora Mary, Lela Ruth and Eulah
Thompson. Prayer service is scheduled for Thursday, February 12, 2015 at
7:00 P.M., in the Smith Funeral Home Chapel in Anadarko. Funeral service
will be at 11:00 A. M., Friday, February 13, 2015 at the Smith Funeral Home
Chapel. Rev. Marilyn Bread will be officiating. Burial to follow in the Fort Cobb
Cemetery, Fort Cobb, Oklahoma under the direction of Smith Funeral Home,
Anadarko, Oklahoma. Condolences may be sent to the family at www.smithfu
neralservices.com
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Damon Ware - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Your Mother, Grand Mother and Great Grand Mother was one of a
kind. 
She blessed our family with friendship and kindness. You will see
her again one day in the place were spirits gather to welcome those
they loved so dear.

Franklin E. Akoneto - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

What an honor to have known such a well-respected, graceful,
strong Kiowa Woman. The joy of serving her Lord and Savior was
evident in the radiance in her beautiful smile. I praise God for the
Peace that is yours knowing she has won the final Victory! The
family will be in my thoughts and prayers for the days ahead.

Jim Croy - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Prayers to all the family, Ruby and Johnny were always very kind to
me. They always greeted me with a smile and gave me
encouragement as a singer. She would always holler out to me at
the drum, sing a good Ponca song Jim. RIP I will sing one for today.

Terri Squires - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

May God comfort you through the loss of your dear loved one. She
sounds like she was a wonderful woman. 2 Corinthians 1:3,4.
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Melinda Ware - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Marian & I had planned to go to OK City Friday to visit with your
mother but God had other plans. I'll just have to wait for Heaven to
see her again & there will be no good-byes. I always loved seeing
Aunt Rubie, hearing her sing & tell of Kiowa women gatherings.
Praying for you, Emily & Clif. Will see you Friday.

David Kingfisher - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

It was my great honor to have worked with her on the board of
MAAIC when we met in private homes. She set such an example of
integrity and inspiration for all of us. Her stature in the community
reflected favorably on all of us and lay the foundation that opened
so many doors of opportunity for so many of us. I am grateful for her
leadership and I know it was instrumental in my success. Peace and
love to all of her relatives.

Clarice Buffalohead - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

I know she's dancing in the heavens with all thats gone before her.
Sending prayers for strength and comfort the days to come. Hugs
and love to all of you.

Judy and Jerry Johnson - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Emile, she was so fortunate to have such a caring daughter that you
were. I know her passing is hard, but you will always have such
wonderful memories,.


